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M RBill se_ekingban on organ ’I:r

ISLAMABAD, Jan 23: The proppsed
Human Organs and Tissues Transplant
Bﬂlhasbeenonceagmndeimedbythe
federal cabinet, prompting its propo-
nentsmthmkthatam::globbymthe
government is obstructing the much-
‘awaitedhwhcnrbboomgtmdeofor-
gans in the country.

"'l‘hebitlwasmmlhecahimt,bm
wasn't taken up at the last meeting,”
federal health secretary Anwar
Mehmood told Dawn on Monday.

The government has been speaking
for years about putting in place a law to
discourage the lucrative trade in human
parts, but nothing much has been ach-
ieved except for some paper work by
the health ministry. The bill has made it
to the cabinet a number of times, only to
be deferred.

The health secretary says it is going world
ahead according to the rules of business.

Sindh Institute of Urology and

IO

Transplantation’s founder and Director
Dr Syed Adibul Hasan Rizvi, who has
been at the fore-front of the struggle for
the last several years for the law and a
staunch supporter of altruistic transplan-
tation, expressed disappointment at the
deferment. “We have been struggling for

mmmm,hnasmlobhym

,” he added.

‘I‘heabsenueoislawn particularly -
benefiting those involved in the kidney

u‘ademﬁiewunﬁ‘ygwmchisalquy
being dubbed as Kidney Bazar.
Rougheétimamﬂhowthatﬂ:em
almwernfthehdneybushzesshere,
cmteredmthecountry'shvomostpdn
ically powerful cities of Rawalpindi and
Lahore, is close to Rs980 million.
The thriving business is also attract-
mstransplammm‘istsfmma]loverthe
especially because of a ban on
trading in human organs in most coun-
tries of the world. The biggest boost to
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ﬂwbumnessmthecounuycamahqma
ban in India on the controy trad_q
10 years ago.

Rampant poverty in the countr
one of the leading factors behind . :
growth in the trade. Povertyscmlw 1.
people take this as an easy fix to theéir e

ent that had been successfully
the enactment of the law. He
the government of its responsi-
enact the law saying the World
h Organization forbids organ sales.
1, the World Health Assembly
d the WHO Guiding Principles

monetary woes without the fc g organ sales, which state:
Img-tumhuplhauonsofd)ei:dedﬁ@ i uman body and its parts cannot

ive recipients Australia, subject of commercial transac-
Europe, the Middle East the United ccordingly, giving or receiving
States who visit clinics here providing (including any other compen-
hmmmmmmmm or reward) for organs should be

orohi .”'Ihezssemh!y.inzooai, fur-
ther resolved to make countries ac-
Ahhnugh,ﬂ:etmdembmsedm countable for transplant activities by
own countries, a large number of alling on member states to protect the
nentscommgherefortmnsplamareﬂp- most vulnerable from transplant tour-
tively supported byﬂxmrembasmmpi ism and the sale of tissues and organs.
finding donors. ',MWHOadvucaﬁesmmsem the
DrRmmmoesnownrdswhﬂe»m- of kidneys from deceased pa-
gesting that all this was happening with ients, followed by those from living re-
donors in national, non-commer-

kidney, wh:lethedmsgetashtdaw
US$1000 to US$2000 out of the deal. +

the blessings of certain elements in the

cial and ethical programmes governed
by legal frameworks.

Mr Ayaz Kiani, Executive Director of
TheNemork,anNGOworhngonmn
sumer issues, says this hesitation on the
part of the government is anti-people.

“It looks the government is either not
interested in the bill or is in double
mind over the issue - whether to enact
the law or kill it,” he said.

The Network is sceptical about the
government’s plans to promote medical
tourism in the countyy and says it is just
a cover-up to protect and further pro-
mote trade in human organs.

The government; The Network says,
hasumeupmthspeuqlmmntwesfor

, équipment
and drugs used in kidney dlah!gs and
transplant. These exemptions cost the
governmentarevmueloﬂsofRsZﬁOmﬂ
honmthemrentﬁsmlonhr ﬁ



